
An activity PowerPoint about inference and the characters in The Highwayman.
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Starter

“Bess, the landlord’s daughter, plaiting a dark 

red love-knot into her long black hair.”

or

“But he loved the landlord’s daughter,”

One of these quotes requires you to 

use inference to explain how a 

character feels – which one is it?
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love

love

love

indifferent

unknown

hate

Discussion

Let’s read the poem again and think about how the 

characters feel about each other and why.

After we’ve read the poem, we’ll discuss how the 

characters feel about each other and fill in the 

boxes.

Possible feelings are: love, hate, like, 

indifferent, unknown.
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Activity

Use the lines from the poem, together with what you know 

about the poem, to infer meaning. 

For example:
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THE END
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